








"I told Diana she was crazy when she bought
the schoolhouse. It was a pile of rocks,

but she could visualize what it would be."

Top: A 1900s schoolhouse from
Long Cove, Texas, is home to the
master bedroom. The entrance was
rebuilt using original stones and
bricks. ABOVE: The chalkboard walls
were tom out and replaced with
ones covered in lath and plaster. The
bed is from Ralph Lauren Home.

RIGHT: The bath "occupies one of
the two classrooms," Diana Gotch-
er explains. "A limestone partition
screens the recessed shower and
vanity areas in the rear." At left
is a cypress chest of drawers from
Louisiana. A kerosene light fixture
hangs above the concrete tub.
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ABOVE: A double-crib log cabin,
from Rico, Texas, "provides guests
with a cozy sleeping chamber," says
Jack Gotcher. "You can see the art-
istry of saddle notching in the ex-
posed joinery." Bootjacks and Meyer
pottery fill the cupboard. Ralph Lau-
ren Rome bed pillows and shams.

RIGHT: In the bath, an antique hog
scalder serves as a tub; a Native
American rug becomes a bath mat.
At left is a saguaro floor lamp. FAR
RIGHT: Rosa Finsley and Jon Ah-
rens, who landscaped the property,
planted wine cups, daisies, lantana
and snake herb at the pool's edge.
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Gotcher. "We wanted a house
that would be warm and in-
viting, a place where people
could visit and feel at home."
Lohman came up with a plan
that links the old buildings
and the original guesthouse in
a linear formation along the
edge of the plateau. Each

structure is topped with a tra-
ditional Hill Country stand-
ing-seam metal roof.

At the center of the house
is the Vermont Dutch barn.
Massive wood posts and beams
support a 27-foot-high cathe-
dral ceiling finished in old
barn boards planed by Jack

Gotcher, and the exterior walls
of Texas limestone recall the
fachwerk, or half-timbered,
structures built in Fredericks-
burg by the 19th-century Ger-
man settlers. A freestanding
stone fireplace· divides the
space into living and dining
areas, which are warmly fur-



nished, as is the rest of the
house, with American and Eu-
ropean antiques and with the
couple's extraordinary collec-
tions of Texana, Hill Country
furniture, folk art, and cowboy
and Indian artifacts.

To one side of the barn,
a kitchen featuring antique

hand-hewn beams appears to
be simply a later addition, and
a hallway leads to the two-
room schoolhouse, which is
now the master bedroom. The
removable wall bisecting the
schoolhouse was replaced with
a double rock wall to separate
the bedroom from the bath.

Existing door and window
openings were reconstructed,
the two coat rooms became
walk-in closets, and the con-
crete floors were made to look
worn, a nod to the school's
original concrete floor. Just
off the bedroom is one of
several porches overlooking

the creek, the pool and the
back pasture. "We spend a lot
of time outside in the tem-
perate months," says Diana
Gotcher. "There's a beautiful
transformation in the spring,
and the porch is a favorite
spot for breakfast. In the win-

continued on page 254
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